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Updates to General Chapter <7> Labeling

 Updates to GC <7> that were published on July 31, 2020
▪ Expiration date formats clarified: 4-digit year placed at the 

beginning of all formats

▪ Provision for small containers

 Expiration date punctuation: dashes or forward slashes



Expiration Date Formats

 Acceptable formats

All-numeric

▪ YYYY-MM-DD (e.g., 2019-06-30, 2019/06/30)

▪ YYYY-MM (e.g., 2019-06, 2019/06)

Alphanumeric

▪ YYYY-MMM-DD (e.g., 2019-JUN-30, 2019/JUN/30)

▪ YYYY-MMM (e.g., 2019-JUN, 2019/JUN)



Small Containers

Small containers: YYYY-MM or YYYYMMM



Rationale Document

 Nomenclature & Labeling Expert Committee created a 

document to explain the updates to the expiration date 

format
 Patient safety concerns

▪ Data provided by the Institute for Safe Medication Practices 

(ISMP) National Medication Error Reporting Program

 Harmonization with ISO formats

file:///C:/Users/misti.spann/Downloads/USP_General_Chapter_7_Labeling_revisions_rationale%20(7).pdf


General Chapter <7> Labeling

Resources
 Rationale Document

 GC <7> Commentary

 Nomenclature & Labeling Work Plan Page

 General Chapter <7> Labeling Web Page

 NomenclatureSL@USP.org

 Sign up for USP Healthcare Quality Standards Updates

file:///C:/Users/misti.spann/Downloads/USP_General_Chapter_7_Labeling_revisions_rationale%20(7).pdf
https://www.uspnf.com/sites/default/files/usp_pdf/EN/USPNF/usp-nf-commentary/ira-commentary-20200731.pdf
https://www.usp.org/expert-committees/nomenclature-and-labeling-expert-committee-work-plan
https://www.usp.org/health-quality-safety/medication-safety-labeling/elimination-ratio-expression-single-entity-drug-labels
mailto:NomenclatureSL@USP.org
https://www.usp.org/hqs-signup-form





